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WHAT WE 
BELIEVE

We believe in the power of video and film to 

teach, learn, and facilitate research. 



Disciplines of focus—our areas of 

unmatched strength

• Anthropology

• Counseling

• History

• Music and Performing 

Arts

• Diversity Studies

• Education

• Feature Film

• Business 

• Health Sciences

• Theatre



WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH AUDIO/VIDEO?



90% of web 
video 

consumption  
came  from

18-34 
year-olds in 

2015 
(Tubefilter)

Video Landscape

YouTube sees

1 billion unique 

visitors per month

Video accounts for 

50% of all 
mobile traffic 

(Bytemobile)

80% of 

YouTube 

traffic comes 

from outside 

the US

>6 billion hours 

watched 

monthly, up 

50% in a year



Education Landscape

•Higher education is evolving.

– Learners’ proficiency with technology 
and video is changing.

– We have a better understanding of how 
people learn.

– Increased Web access has led to 
emergence of distance learning.

– There are new generations of tech 
savvy teachers.



Video: Growing Significance

• Video-on-

demand traffic 

will nearly triple 

by 2017. The 

amount of VoD

traffic in 2017 will 

be equivalent to 

6 billion DVDs 

per month.

Over 180m 
media tablets 
were sold in 
2012

Video is 
currently 
57% of 
network 
traffic

YouTube is 
twice the 
popularity of 
Wikipedia 
by reach

Source: Cisco Visual Networking Index: Forecast and Methodology, 2012–2017, May 29, 2013.  

YouTube Statistics, www.youtube.com/yt/press/statistics.html

http://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/solutions/collateral/service-provider/ip-ngn-ip-next-generation-network/white_paper_c11-481360.html


Video: Growing Significance

Demand 

for 

digital 

content is 

rapidly 

growing

Streaming 

video 
Is part of how 
students learn

68% of students 
watch video in 
the classroom

Video is now 

critical
to their 
libraries

79% of 
students watch 

video 
voluntarily to 

help 
understanding



Video: Improving Student Outcomes

• Bring in experts and a multiplicity of perspectives

• Extend the classroom time and space

• Students can customize their education

• Teach in a way students are accustomed to learning



Today’s students

• Watch video, listen to audio

– Classroom access

– Web access

• Record video

– Capture lectures

– Conduct interviews

– Film experiments

• Use video communications such as Skype, 

google hangouts

– Expect to see as well as hear

– Used to a media rich environment

• Rise of MOOCs and Online learning

– Flipped Classroom



From: Internet Trends D11 Conference, 5/29/2013

Mary Meeker/Liang Wu, KPCB

Then and now…



Evaluating Video: Content

Curriculum 

relevancy
Authoritativeness 

of content

Compatibility 
with 

accessibility 
standards

Faculty 

request 

and/or 

endorsement

Breadth of 

content



HOW  ARE AUDIO AND VIDEO BEING USED IN THE 

ACADEMY?



Video Use and Higher Education: Options for the Future.  Intelligent 

Television and New York University Report, June 2009



Video as an add-on

• Add ‘multimedia’ to the 

journal.

• Elsevier ‘article of the 

future’ prototype from 2009

• Useful

• Adds value 

• But rarely transformative…



Experiments



Training Video 

Documentaries 

Entertainment

Schools Higher Ed. Professional 

Interviews  

Lectures  

Amateur Clips 

Raw footage 

Research & Learning

Movies & Television 

Casual Use

Demonstrations 



Film

• Unique ability of the medium

• capture performance,

• make it teachable

• make it researchable,



Dance

• Unique ability of the medium

• capture performance,

• make it teachable

• make it researchable,



It’s easy “to illustrate precisely what we happen to 

be discussing at that very moment. Before…I often 

found myself wishing for a deck of 50 DVDs by my 

side to be able to make a point.”

“the ability to pause and rewind makes Theatre in 

Video useful to capture and repeat relevant 

moments of the work”

Dr. David Fancy, 

Brock University 

Theatre



Education, Counseling

• See nuances, facial expression, body 

language…

• Demonstrations

• Learn by watching

• See real primary footage

• Submit classwork



Anthropology 

• Unique ability of the medium 

• capture events, 

• make them researchable,

• make them teachable

• present different points of 

view

• repurpose primary 

resources (study the same 

film for different reasons)



News and history 

• Unique ability of the medium 

• capture events, 

• make them accessible to 

all

• make them researchable,

• make them teachable



Across disciplines

• All work we do is affected by who we are – our 

personality, our background, our culture

• Video helps us understand, judge, evaluate our 

work, and that of others



Alexander Street’s OPEN ACCESS 

initiative in music:

The Open Music Library 

http://openmusiclibrary.org



The Open Music Library

• The world’s most comprehensive open

network of digital resources for the study of 

music—one search across all materials 

relevant to music researchers

• It’s free!

• Alexander Street’s Semantic Indexing

• Collaboration tools

• Linked Open Data for controlled vocabularies



Formats
Journals, monographs, scores + social (blog, forum…)







Open Music Library
Participating institutions to date growing



Open Music Library
Editorial board

• Jim Cassaro, University of Pittsburgh

• Lisa Shiota, Library of Congress and Music Library 

Association

• Kirstin Dougan, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

• Kris Shaffer, University of Colorado – Boulder

• Janette Tilley, City University of New York – Lehman

• Laura Ritchie, University of Chichester

Please join us in creating this new project!  

Go to http://openmusiclibrary.org and sign up to participate.



Alexander Street contributes 10% of the revenue from all new sales of 

these collections towards digitizing open archives

• Anthropology Online

• Ethnographic Video Online: Volume I

• Ethnographic Video Online: Volume II

• Ethnographic Video Online: Volume III

• Early Encounters in North America 

• North American Indian Thought and Culture

• Anthropological Fieldwork Online



WHAT DO WE NEED TO MAKE VIDEO USE IN THE 

ACADEMY SUCCESSFUL?



What’s needed?

1. Digitization

2. Quality 

3. Searchability

4. Speed of Comprehension

5. Analysis and annotation

6. Integration - Cataloging

7. Sharing – ability to cite, embed

8. Mobile Access

9. Preservation



Historical issues with video for academics 

• You need special equipment

• You can’t find what you’re looking for—no random access.

• You can’t speed-read or speed-browse—if it’s a 2-hour video, you have to spend 

2 hours finding out what’s on it.

• You can’t isolate the primary sources—they’re mixed together with the secondary 

content.

• You can’t cite moments within the video—you can only cite the title of the video.

• You can’t link to moments within the video—you can only link to the video title.

• Most are not available online.

• Most are for entertainment, not scholarly research.

• Licenses are overly restrictive.



1. Digitization 



2. Quality 



3.  Searchability



3. Indexing

El Agheila, 

Africa
Near Tobruk

People

Places

Date 

Narrative

Text

3/17/1941

Field Marshall 

Erwin Rommel

Summer 1942

Field Marshall 

Erwin Rommel

In 1941 

Rommel 

began his 

North African 

Campaign.

His first 

actions 

included 

reviewing 

88mm flak 

guns 

African

Coast

Events North African Campaign, 1941-1943

Commentary 

Type 

Followed by 

an audit of his 

troops 

“This was a 

crucial time…”
“The 

movement 

Westwards 

would 

ultimately…”

Mark Grimsby

Interview Map



Access points specific to a discipline



4. Speed of comprehension…

30 minutes of news

12 double-spaced pages 

5 minutes to read in depth

2 minutes to scan 
=



4. Speed of comprehension



High Definition, Variable Bit 

Player for top quality streaming

Custom Clip Creation tool used by 

more than 50,000 academics

Searchable, synchronous transcripts 

manually re-keyed to 99.95% accuracy

Restrict permissions

Embed

links

in Learning

Systems



6. Library Integration



Authentication Tools

Counter-4 compliant

Usage Stats 

Multi-language

Interface

6. Library Integration



• E-mail

• Embed in courses

• Share 

• Cite

• Save

7. Sharing 

Courseware

Syllabi

Course Reserves

Research papers



8.  Tablet and Mobile Access



9.  Preservation

• 90% of American Silent Films before 1929 are 

lost

• 50% of all American Films with sound before 

1950 are lost

• Documentaries and shorts are even more likely 

to suffer from neglect.



Summary

• The technical barriers to widespread adoption 

of video have largely gone

• New ways of using video are emerging rapidly 

• Online learning

• Flipped Classrooms

• Demonstrations

• Primary and secondary materials

• Today’s students and scholars demand it!



What can you do?

• Digitise content yourself

• Engage with faculty and users.

• Partner with streaming providers

• Challenge publishers for more of this material

• Review relevancy ranking in discovery layers

• Review prioritization of collections in link resolvers

• Promote and use metadata created by subject experts

• Increase the representation of non-text resources at your institution – open 

the door to a wider user need.

• Extend the opportunity for education to more people.



http://alexanderstreet.com


